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If I could live ten thousand years I would still be stupid.

_ Ancient Chinese Buok of Accumulating Random Thought

An outflit in New York called Freedom House has made a study of

civil rights, political rights, etc., of some 133 nations of the world
and prepared a Political Freedom Index which 1 a sort of guilde to the
varlous country's respect for liberty. The index is a zero to 100
figure. Of the 133 nations listed only 35 have a rating above 50.
Human freedom on planet Earth has a fong “way 'to ‘zo. - I Will ot lisE
them all but two categories are worth noting: those who received the
top score of 100 and those who hit the bottom with zero.
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KEONALD SALOMON says he's just Plain nosy and wants to know what I
neant lastish when I sald I changed Jobs involuntarily. I could proba-
bly rdge on for several pages about that but I'll _try mot to.

' : I am, one
night say, a civil servant. Specifically, I work for the U.S. Ailr
Force as an electronics technician. (Yes, yes, I am one of those no-
torious "double-dinpers" Jimmy Carter wants to purge but don't get me
started on that,) :
iz : I worked at a facility where we studied the effect of,
short pulses (microseconds) of very hlgh energy gamma radiation on elec-



tronics circuits. But that 1s 0ld stuff. The new thinz is lasers and
toys of that type. There waes a need to expand the laser division, to
ople into 1it,
: S There is, however, a freeze on clvil service
hiring and new positions cannot be created and filled. Ah, but old

posltions can be rewritten to meet new needs and that is what happened
to me. Transient Radiation Effects was closed and my position was re-
written to reflect all sorts of new criterial and I was no longer quali-~
fled to f111 it (mainly, I Suppose, because there was someone already
hired in on g temporary basis who was,) Civil Service rules, despite
thelr intent, are notoriously bendable. So I was reduced 1in grade and
asgiqned into 2n electronics equipment repalr shop where I gpend my time
fixine meters, It 1sn't tremendously interesting or exclting but it

----—--.—.-—---—---—-———------‘--------

TONY RENNFR wants to know if I got hles name off Donn Brazier's
malling list, Yes, his and some others, After more than two years of
seml-gafia I felt Dynatron's malling list was rather out of date. Some
of the people on the current list are holdovers, some I Plcked up from
Donn, some from other fanzines, a few from the N3F's NFAS (supplied by
Donald Franson). Some of the fans on the list are total strangers to
me so 1t follows, I fubpose, that I am a total stranger to them and 1t
occurs to me that mayhap T should introduce myself to them and cite
some fannish credentials. S0,

Roy Tackett aka Roytac aka HORT (from
"Horrible 0ld Roy Tackett" hung on me by Bruce Pelz), 1I've been read-
ing science fiction and fantasy and playing the fannieh game since the
1930s. Member of First Fandom, FAPA and CAPA, fan GoH at Westercon XXII1,
TAFF in 1976, co-founder (along with Rob Vardeman) of the Albuguerque

And, to explain the "double dipper" bit above, a retired Sergeant of
Marines., | (Quick, what's the reference?) The first 1ssue of DYNATRON
appeuared 1n September 1960 and it has appeared at sporadic intervals

ly preferences are for hard SF, the sort of Fantasy that A.
Merritt wrote, the sort of whimsy that Thorne Smith mastered. I don't
2lve a damn sbout SF as litersture., I'm interested in the ideas and
the story. 1If you were to agsk me to Name my favorite author I'd be
stumped because there are so many of them, It depends, I suppose, on
the story. I am a complete disbeliever in the Supernatural, flying
faucers, astrology and the host of other bseudo-scientific g8arbage that
is increasingly popular thece days,
s : A Other than science and sclence fic-
tion my interests tend towards paleo-anthropology, archaeology and anc-
lent history. The future and the bast, yes? :
; Chrystal and I have been
married for 27 years., Elder Daughter, Diana, now married to Tom Stull
and 1living in Lincoln, Nebrasks. Younger Daughter, René, 1g a math
ma jor at the?University of New Mexico,

ky And you'll have to bear with me
ify in these pages, T ocemslonally throw in a reference that will be
obscure to most of the readers. There are some old friends on the mail-
~ing list and I know they'll break up over them. JIt's a bad hablt, to
be sure, but ir you find Something too bbscure ask me about it,
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Over the years I have foo? =2d around with various captions for the
lettercol and have never come ui with one that was really satisfactory.
lizyte we'll have a name the letvercol contest, Suggestions anyone?
Retponse to #67 was excellent. Thank you all. CRAIG HILL, who publi-
shes an unusual fanzine titled MONOCHROME (for 75¢) had the earliest .
response which came in almost before I got the lssue in the mail. Very
etrange. I debated on running the letters straisht or breaking them up

by toplc and opted for the latter this time.
SCI-FI FLICS

CRAIG HILL: The mention of Star Wars was expected yet unexpected in
the latest DYNATRON. The attTentive mass-audience appeal of Star Wars
may be scary at it's potentlally minimal points because of media ex-
pPloitation. For commercial networks to state grade Z television shows
labeled as "sei-fi" rivalries to Star Wars has been credited to barely
digestible LOGAN'S RUN and QUARK!™ At this point it would be expected
that these shows would ubpgrade thelr quality from one point to another.
The Truth 1s, however, that LOGAN'S RUN barely existed one television
Sfeason being axed off at the starting of 1978 as a pretty good New
Year's resolution. QUALK!'s script 1ls leveled off at a Saturday morn-
ing SPACE ACADEMY I.Q. 20 pPlateau. I hope I never see the day when
Star Wers toilet paper is sold.

Lucas' production of Star Wars does
have good pointe, however. Lucas was able, with finances provided, to
reveal the best possible results of a sclence flction motion picture
from direction, Production; set coordination, acting; special effects
vwere perfects The acting of Alec Guiness was the finest part of the
plecture,

Belng the first profound movie to cut it 1is Close Fncounters

—

{ the Third Kind., Trying to represent the historical sighiizgs of

¢
enor~nle UFOlogy had to be technlically supported in order to sell well.

Carrenily tough cop Jack Webb is trylng to cash in the UFOlogy phenome-
2 L¥ preducing PROJECT UFO., 1In thlis one, folks, he is caught saying:s
"Gond evenlng, Ma'am, did you see an unidentified flying object at
12:37 AM Friday night2"

Unfortunately both Star Wars and Llose Fncount-
‘8rs are not science fiction but science fantasy. I find myself agrce-
i that they are progreczive to the national attitude for spending on
fhace shuttles, solar sateilite power statlens, terraforming planet
Venus and lavighing additional bread for blg hunks of interplanetary
exploration. ¥

RCBERT BRIGGS: I pPreferred Star Wars, too. Of course I haven't seen
Znccunters but SW was PLANET STORTES. I'm wild about the barroom scene.
Who is the SF, F and H Film Academy? Did fans start 1t?

4

REED ANDRUS: I'm coming to the conclusion I'm in the minority when I
say Close Encounters 3 is the best SF film ever made. I feel it ad-
dressed the "first contact" theme much fore effectively than The Da

the Barth Stood Still and was far less ambiguous than 2001. The crItes
€eem to be attacking the film for what it didn't show or didn't explailn
rather than what it did, And there are those who automatically and cat-
egorlcally associate extraterrestrials with Von Danniken. Sigh., Mutter.

In Thistle Wadi there are diamonds ag big as pomegranates but I didn't
want any because I hagd Just eaten,

—w—---—------—--—-—---



ROYTAC: Chrystal and I went back for another look at Close Encounters and T eame
awey much more favorably impressed than T was at the #irst viewing. Objectively, I
must say that the story was good science fiction containing, as it did, the subtle
blend of hard seience and mysticism that seem te be necessary to an SF story. There
were flaws, true, but there are always flaws. The only thing I felt that really
needed explaining was what, in the name of Verne, was so important about Roy to war-
rant his special invitation to the ship?

JOYCE SCRIVNER: Thn Seicnce Fiction, Fantasy and Herror thing was rather much. Very
fokey in more than one place. T did like the idea of putting astronauts to work hand-
ing out avards for the 3p people, And T agree that George Burns was delightful. oh
Godl isn't bad either, except that it is such a small movie. Fun, funny in places™

but zhout as mueh nutrition as a Tootsie Rnll. ((ah, but a recert TIME poll rated

Burns as one of the most influential figures in religion in 1977. “He made cod real,s))

PAUL WALKZR: I suspect the success of both S and CE3K are due in part to their
QuaSi-rcIigious overtoncs.

ROYTAC: Aceepted if you mean overtoncs ng the supernatural., GScience and religion

arc scemingly inscparable in the mind of the public, a situation which, I suspect,
goes all the way back to thc caves and the shamans. Scicnce fiction amd fantasy also
scem imseparable. Thore scems to be a fecling among thc common herd that any re-
markable achicvement has to come from something higher than man., After all, they say,
Just plain ofid humans couldn¢t rcally acromplish thosc things without help from

above, Much stf also has this theme., The Arisians are an cxamplc., I, on the other
hand don#t believe therc is anything higher than Homo Sapicns, By the way, Paul,

it you haven8t rcad Fritjof Capra's THE TAO OF PHYSIC3, you ought to look into it.

DAVE WIXON: The first cpisode of QUARK scemed a heavy-handed lampoon of SW. I got
no sclid Taughs, but did chucklc sevcral times - on today's TV farc, that's not badl
Lotor cpisodcs continue to amusc but it scoms cvident that they!rc mining a very
small vein and will soon run out of material to take off, Basicall, I gucss, the
show scems a confection with little depth, ; i

FRED JAKOBCIC: Like STAR TREK sct the standard for sf on tv, so Star Wars sct thc
standard Tor sf in movics. I'm not a trekkic by a long shot, but it iS a lot better
than the junk now on, or that was on since its showring. Forbidden Planct is my next
favorite,// Since youive boen around a while T111 ask you This: Ha¥e Vou ever heard/
Scen a tv scrics callcd ROCKY JONES: SPACE RANGER? Tt vas on. in the cnrly 50's.
Article on it in SPACE WARS, v.2, n.l, Fob issuc, page 26.

ROYTAC: T have a vaguc rccollection that ROCKY JONES cxisted byt that is about all.

Somcbody else will have to come up with thc details. I wonder what we will think of
Star Wars in, say, 1997. E

——

RONALD SALONON: Both S7 and CE3K arc tcrrific. Each in its own vay. S is fantasy,
CESK Is 5F. But ask me which Ttd rothor sco 6 times andT'd anster immediately ZfY
IRy FoALE WA Star Wars beeause I flct in my onc vicwing of cach film thnt ST had
lots morc, detail, and cach time T could concentrate on different aspects while cnjoy-
ing mysclf.
3 Someonc said reecently they vwere awaiting the video cquivalent of a print
Library. With priccs as they scem tn be going it wontt bo tong bofore the 8K collce-
tor can have his own videco 3F collection, T heard somconc moaning at Boskonc 15
that a movic he wantcd cost. so much, in this easc $170 for an 11 minutc short. Com-
parc this to the VTR biz heore you can vidcotapc a Star Trek cpisodc on your Sony
Botamax for about $li worth of tape. ((Yezh, but consider the initial outlay for the
VIR machinc. RT))

s



((Pditorial interruption: I think one page of that is enough. The
ellte typeface allows more werds per page, true, but that's an old
manual machine which is a lot harder tc operate and takes much longer
to do a page.)) P

Jo WL T
TONY RENNERt I didn't think the Awards Show was o terrible: it was
about the same as every other awards show, The Shatner performance was
pretty bad. The sonsz "Rocket kan" is probably the best SF song I've

come across. "All that science I don't understand./ It's just my job
five days a week." Great.
X

MIKE GLICKSOHN: I never even knew there had been an awards show for sf
and fantasy films. How intiekys
b4

DAVID TAGGART: The ultimate merchandlsing gimmick fwom Star Wars is
underwear with THE FORCF IS WITH ME printed on the crotch.
¥

§ et &

NARTY HFLGESEN: I hadn't thought of CE3K as pro-space pPropaganda, but
you may be right, in which case there 1s something to be said for it.
But on the other hand some people may et the idea that since they
(oops) They are coming to rescue us, and They are so much more advanced
than we are we don't need to waste time and money on our puny rockets.
Why bother making a better canoe when people are comlng with :onces
Steamships? ((So we don't make the same mistakes the Injuns did and
~let 'em get off the boat. RT)) y

GLENN GARRETT: Star Wars was an enjoyable movie and I nominated it for
Dramatic Hugo but, damn, why do people have to g0 overboard in their
enthusiasm for it - like Trekkies and Star Trek - it's good but not
that good - posters, record albume, buttons, etec. For once I'd like

to see enthusiasm with a 1ittle Intelligence. ((It's known as hype and

merchandising, Glenn. Good 0ld American custom of squeezing out every
buck possible. RT))

BUZZ DIXON: The effects in CE3K were far more mindboggling to me than
those in Star Wars. Thls, however, 1s because as a rPhotographer and
amateur film-maker I know the difficulty of photographing light
sources. However, virtually all of Star Wars consists of some form of
Speclal effects shot while only an hour or so fo CE3K is.

‘ CE3K is that
rarity of rarities, a humanist SF film. It's filled with beautiful bits
of human humor, emotion and individualism, Star Wars 1s a better film,
however, in the w®mame way Wagner 1s a better composer than Scott Joplin.
Both wrote music that deserves to be heard again and again, but the
Scope, power and grandeur of Wagner overpowers poor Scott,

DON FRANSON: I thought the SF movlie awards show was better than the
Oscar and Emmy shows I've Seen, except one or two. You want Propaganda

and equal treatment and recognition for SF, and when it comes,  you
complain,
X

LAURINE WHITE: The advertising for Disney's new film RETURN FRONM WITCH
MOUNTAIN is obviously slanted towards CE3K and SW fans, with mysterious-
ly glowing lights appearing over the horizon and zlpping across the

sky. The ad says: "They hae€ “the power...and they WANT 1t!"
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JIM MEADOWS: Your view of the making of films is somewhat mechanical.
ST is harder to do than fantasy because sf needs more Speclal effects,
Bullshit. That is a gross generalization. If you mean space opera
when you say sf, and vamplre movies when you say fantasy, then you may
be ritht, But your generallzation has already been disproved by sf and
fantasy films made throughout this century. For instance the special
effects in Orpheus or The Wizard of 0z seem to me much more difficult
and costly than those in an sf flim 1lke Fahrenheit 451 or Invasion of
THE Bodysnatchers. There simply 1s no golden rule on this .point.

GARY DEINDORFER: I thought the moment when the mothership appears in
Close Encounters surpassed anything in Star Wars. ((Big mother, wasn't
1t? RT)) I was never much of a fan of space opera, fo I wasn't as
thrilled by Star Wars as many people. I like Close Fncounters better.
I love the way we see various craft in the movie but it is all prologue
for the appearance of the mother ship, a nice special effects crescen-
do. I think the best moment in Star Wors 1s the beginning, where the
unbelievably gigantic battleship begins oozlng onto the screen and
keeps filling it up and up and up.

But there are some beautiful novels
that could make beautiful movies without requiring the budgets of Star
Wars or Close Encounters. Sturgeon's More Than Human and The Dreaming
Jewels, Stapledon's ultimate Superbeing and dog story, Sirius, Doris
Lessing's Memoirs of a Survivor, And how about a film, though needing

a big budget, of that fantastio masterplece What Mad Universe by
Fredric Brown,

(7

A
MICHAEL SHORMAKFR: Surprisingly, for one who 1s such a movie buff as
myself, I have yet to see both Star Wars and Close Encounters. From
what I've heard of SW, and the cling I've seen,. I was reminded most
strongly of Williamson's The Legion of Space. Is that an accurate im-
bression? ((Likely. Lucas has everything else in the film, RT)) One
thing that worries me 1g that the success of SW & CE will breed an end-
less stream of Similar flies (space operas and SF appealing to pop
cult:s)l:1 I geep hop%n§hth§y'll make a movie out of The Caves of Steel
or perhaps Voyage of the Space Beagle, Farth Abides, Fury, Starship
Iroopers, The Demolished Wan, all of whioh would be good movies, I
think, UnIike you I never cared much for 2001, My favorite SF movies
are THX 1138 and The Day the Farth ;jpod S <o b - -

ROY¥TAC:, It As interesting, the amount of comment on SF films. It . tells
me something about fandom, -

——————————— - A

I think that people shoulq travel all the tlme becatse they can then
avold each other with greater ease '

- e am oa

JIVM MEADOWS: = Your commerits on Star Wars and such were interesting}

especlally as you are the first person I've come across who is more in-

terested in sr (at least gsome sf) gs bropaganda, rather than good en-
tertainment or art. e :

: Personally, it annoys'me somewhat. I can see the
potential usefulness, ang Indeed the 1nev1tability 0T iSD :

but I tend to belleve that' there are a few other things we have to aim



the rest of the galaxy. But that whole topic aside, I was particularly
struck by your matter of act view of ef as a tool for a political goal,
You took the whole thing from a sort of marketing standpoint. It was
not important to you that sf on fllm never seemed %5 be very good--the
fact that it had a much wlder audience than print sf got you interested,
Your view towards Sfpace travel as a goal not to be questioned is very
like the stance of the advertiser - ours is not to reason why, ours

1s but teo sell more Pie. Whatsver the benefits or drawbacks of increased
Space research, we do know we will have to con millions of people into
1t before we make any progress, Con would seem to be the right word.
Convince 1s a word you use with people with respect, and I can't imaZ

Zine you having much respect for the proverbial average man, if you
label him as Joe Sixpack,

ROYTAC: The resources of this planet being limited and considering

our tendency to breed ourselves into Malthusian disaster, we need the

resources avallable elsewhere to bring about that good life for all

the humaniste envision. (That's the cld colonial philosophy,isn't 1t?).
The 1dea of SF as propaganda is an anclent one (consider Gulliver's

Travels as just one example) and I am certalnly not the only one who

advocates 1t today. There is, for instance, Ellison's statement of

Positlon in re Imuanacon and that 1s not the first time he's advocated

SF as propagzanda. And you're right about conning the average man

Whether you want to uce 1t as "convince" or in another connotatlon.

If left to the average man, humanity would still be huddling in the
caves,

Jim, just who the hell 1s th¥s proverbial average man (or wo-
man)? Are we talking about the chap who puts in his eight hours a day
for a wage that dossn't guite meet the cost of living, that federal and
State governments take 1/4 to one-third of before he even sees in and
the so-called news medla, acting as the propaganda mouthplece of the
corporations bitch that he's the cause of Inflation (and this is one
confused sentence--Speer will complain)? Are we talking about the guy
who sweats to get his chlldren through a public school system which
has become dedicated to bullding empires instead of educating; the guy
who 1s never geing to cateh up although the propagandists keep telling
him he never had it so 200d? Hell, Jim, that's me. The only differ-
ence between me and the rest of the average guys (not all the rest, to
be sure) is that T like to fool myself into thinking I can see further
than the hood of Iy car which most of them can't, Nah, I haven't much

res?ect for the proverbial average man. He enjoys being shit on. I
dem!t, .
¥

DAVE SZUREK: So Star Wars sells the desirability of the space program,
you say? Well, I really can't Says I might know what you mean after
I've seen 1t, but for the time being, haven't we Seen enough of war on
our home planet without searching for new battlegrounds elsewhere in
the universe? ((I don't know, David, how much war have you actually
Seen? Personally, that is, not vicarlously, RT)) As for the space
Program in itself, I've mixed feelings, and you might dismiss me as just
another Joe Sixpack. No, I'm not unalterably opposed. I can't deny
that 1t's gn extremely attrantive prospect, but are you sure we're
ready? Doesn't it sometimes seem that we ghould get i1t together here
at home before devotinzg all our energies to galavanting around the
%alaxy? I would lend it by support as a solution for the overpopula-
tion problem (wouldn't 1t be ironic if we got "there" and learned it
was Jjust as, or more, overpopulated than Farth?) or a defense against

-7~




mass annihilation (we escape Earthly doom, and land on =z planet the ex-
act second that a black hole gets a little too close?),. Otherw1snlz a
ambivalent, and its largely dependant on clrcumstances. Truth is et
there 1s money better fpent on Farth, and while far less glamorous,
there are problems which must be taken care of. I'4 rather see one in-
dividual spared death or lllness by deprivation than ewvery -fneh-of the
heavens conquered. I've also hoped against a possible re-enactment of
the "Conquest of America® but that particular fear may be unfounded.
Yes, space exploration is damned tempting, but let's get our priorities
in order. On the other hand, we may have to find alternatives to Earth
i1f we really expect to survive much longer, so I'm not positive exactly
what I think; can fympathlize with both stands.

HOYTAC: As the conquest of América proved, emigration is no solution
to the problem of overpopulation, That requlires mostly self-disci-

Pline, I =suppose. Pay heed to Harry on the bit about gpending money
on Farth: :

HARRY WARNER: The opposition to space exploration isn't very logical
when 1t thinks the money should be spent on Earth. Theat's where all
the space program money is spent. I have my doubt, though, about the
chances for the resolution which Rep. Teague introduced. You are right
about the need for the public to demand resumption of the space race in
order’ to achieve some results. T £ti1ll think the nation's Space program
would be much more advanced, much more active today, if every Star Trek
enthusiast who wrote to NBC about returning the series to the network
had also written a letter to a congressman urging more Space explora-
tlon. Politicians make allowance for the source when they're bombarded
by letters from members of this or thahm organization, knowing how ef-
flclently 1etter-writ1ng drives can be organized by their officials. But
the kind of personalized letters written not at orders from an organi-
zation but from the hearts of the writers; 1like those the Trekkies

wrote the network, mean a great deal more to bolitical figures,

ERIC MAYER: I wish Star Wars angd Close Encounters would whet the pub-
lic's appetite for the space pProgramn but I'm afraiq the public's imagi-
nation and love of adventure ends whoere its wallet begins. I believe
that the increasing complexity of soclety - the increasing regimenta-
tion 1s Simply wearing people down, robbing them of anything but the
mere will to survive, The human Spirit - to get corny about it - is be-
ing strangled by government, insurance companies, credit bureaus, banks,
and the endless nunber of other institutions who have decided to regu-
late us for their oun benefit. There's Just no space left for imagina-
tion as far as most beople are concerned, Physically life is easier
today than it ever Was. But our environment, psychic as well as physi-
‘eal, has become so totally artificial - People are out of touch with
basics like curlosity about the universe,

Is a man who worries and cares
about nothing except working 12 hour days to make money not much dif-

ferent than the wilg animal that spends a1l 1te time hunting to fend

off starvation and never looks at the stars? Maybe we've come full
cycle. We've become primitive animals in o technological Jungle and now
we have to evolve again - learn again to control our new environment
before we can begin lmagining again, Well, maybe that's the point we
are approaching.

Pardon my melodrama please, I watched films of the

gge"



' Space program on a recent NOVA and when I saw the astronauts on the
rion tears actually came to my eyes. I was thinking how much we'd
thrown away. How can g goclety reach the moon, then turn back#? Who*
kind of a person i1s it who cannot appreciate such a feat?
During the

19608 I 1liked to wonder what we'd find on Mars when we got there - what
the space colonies would be like - now I see that I'll never find out.

Heck = I admit, I'd want Jerry Brown for president Just on account
of his support of Space colonies (and I think in other ways he's
dangerous). Why the hell don't we use what we know to solve our prob-
Tems, 1It's crazy. The awful thing is - if we don't make the right
moves soon we'll no longer have the resources to move at all.

LAURINE WHITE: The pro-space propagandists have support from at least
one tv scerles, SPACE ACADEMY on Saturday afternoons. Space exploration
is shown as a.great adventure. Humans are capable of cooperating on

a venture as vast as this and can befriend allen races rather than
meeting them with hostility, AR

BUZZ DIXON: I, too, have been keeping up with the good Senator from
Wisconsin, North Amnerican Rockwell or NASA or somebody should wise up
--8tick an aerospace industrial plant in Wisconsin. Then Proxmire
wlll vote yea on space measures, ((You betchum, Red Ryder. RT))

NOvA
(PBS' excellent science serles) ran a two-vart program in late Jan on
the space program., About the same time SCIENCE DIGEST ran = Series of
articles on the future of space travel. Both reached the same con-
clusion: Man is on the verge of the greatcst.of all experiences, his
Birth into space., We have today the technnlogy to gegin colonizing
Space. UWe have at this instant all we tize to start viable industries
and set the ground work for future coloni.: We nee:d not wailt for some-
thing to be invented or techniques to d:v:lc) - we have *hem right
now: We can begin energy, food, and ircuasicr:al programs which can
eradicate hunger, curb disease, and spread material security throughout
the world.and into the depths of space! :
: And Proxmire says it's a nutty
ldea. *sigh*, :

¥ %
GLENN GARRETT: 1I. saw Ray Bradbury on the Tonight show supporting the
Space prograll...with such comments as lessg money for arming foreigh
countries and more for the gpace program. Too bad Bradbury is totally
lgnorant of science and physics. ((Ah, but Glenn, the program also
needs the support of poets...RT))

FRED JAKOBCIC: - I have always been bPro-space. Staylng on this planet
and trylng to solve this planet will oniy lead to the day when it may
literally sink from too many people, but come to think about it, we
wlll destroy ourselves or be destroyed in the end. Our only salvation,
As the human race, is to get off-planet and become self-sufficient, and
ideally get many of us off Planet so as to have room and air, ete.; for
those that stay. Space travel is necessary to survival of the human
race., . :

JACK SPEER: You are too flippant when you dismiss the argument "the
honey involved could be better Spent on Earth" with " (buying votes, no
doubt)". You may well belleve that too much 1s being provided to the
POOr gratis by the government, for their own or our goods but you

can't Well-deny'that Many  people are in pretty sorry clrcumstances, -
and may legitimately believe that more government money would relileve
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them. The poor are people too, and thelr wiches rightly enter into
congressional decisions on budgeting. To equate democracy with buying
votes 1s like equating capitalism with exploitation: it overlooks and
distorts.

ROYTAC: But that is no argument for cutting back funding for the

Space program. As Harry points out the money is spent here on earth.

- It not only provides jobs but also corporate profits and both of those
mean increased spending power and increased tax revenues. It follows
that the poor:would benefit, albeit indlrectly, from a. stepped up space
Program because 1t would cause a step up in the overall economysessl
wasn't aware that the wishes of constituents, poor or otherwise, ever
entered into congressional decisions on anything.

lMlke Shoemaker reports that the offides of the Otis Elevator Company
in Washington, D.C., are located in a one-storey building. Dwell on
that for a whileddeoo ' '

AR T S s . ' . s B :

RUBERT BRIGGS: I don't agree with you. - The U.S. economy of "abun-
dance" Is a passing phase sandwiched between "scarcity." Don't you
know how many people there are in the world? Do you look to space to
resupply finite Earth resources? There certainly is not "enouzh power
now to put the program into effect." Do "large numbers of people"
have "creatlve urges"? I can follow Reynolds "when he plctures the
population giving ‘itself over to such things as programmed dreams."

It 1s not "technologlcally possible" now. ,

ROYTAC: The U.,S. economy is not now and never has been based on abun-
dance; it has always been based on scarclty. There's more money to be
made that way because prices can be kept higher. We were approaching
the road of abundance during the late 50s and early 60s but apparently
that was too much of a good thing., Space could resupply. finite Eaorth
resources. No question of that., As for availlable power and energy--
Sure there is with plenty to spare. Don't tell me you belleve that
bPropaganda put out by the oll companles and thelr stooges 1n government
that there 1s a shortage? The only shortage was, in thelr minds, in
their profits, : : Y e P '

HARRY WARNER: The Farmer proposal for a world of abundance seems to
1gnore some basic human impulses. Even if there's so much of every-
thing that nobody needs to own anything, there would still be the in-
Stinct impelling many of us to be the big guy in the block. For some
persons, 1t might ‘emerge in the collecting instinct, others might in-
Sl1lst on having one automobile for every member of the family and a new
model every twelve months, still others might keep adding wings to their
homes in an effort to have the blggest house in town. It's irrational,
but even ‘animals have their territorial instincts out ‘in forests where
there's plenty of room for everyone. =

ART RAPP: Sorry,. I can't swallow Phllip José Farmer's assumption that
with exlisting technology we could provide "abundance" to everyone on
earth.” "By applying technology to equalize the Standards of living of
all people on earth.we cauld no doubt provide the vast majority with
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what they would, initially at least, consider "abundance" (ot the cost
of imposing on ourselves what we would, I am afraid, consider "depri-
vation"), but even if Earth's population were stabilized at its present
level we would soon run into some limiting factor (probably availability
of protein from renewable resources), In most countries, despite tech-
nological advances, standards of living are actually declining because
population growth is outstripping technological growth. Being members
of the small minority who have been living in the first-class cabins on
Spaceship Earth, we have foold ourselves into believing that we'd out-
Smarted Malthus and his nasty old law, but I'm reluctantly convinced
that we've already passed the point of no return, and the global popula-
tion figures will be readjusted in the VERY near future Just as pre-
dicted by Melthus and the Club of ‘Rome and Paul Ehrlich, and all the
other doom-cryers,

According to Lester R. Brown, who is a world-re-
knowned expert on both blology and economics: "The question - in short
- 1s not 'Will we accomodate human needs and numbers to the planet's
finlte resources?' e wlll. The question ls, will we make the accomo-~
dation In a systematic, orderly fashion..,or in a chaotic and catastro-
phic fashion?" (MOTHER EARTH NEWS #50, p.23) '

Other sober and serious
experts predict a partial or total collapse of the U.S. and world
economic structure in the lmminent future - say, within the next 5
years - and warn that not only should an intelligent and prudent per-
Son attempt to make himself self-sufficient as possible for food, shel-
ter, and fuel within that time, but should be brepared to defend what
he has against mobs of those who don't brepare. Shades of the 1950's

alr raid shelters!

¥

8, consgistantly under-

SetEnZe8EART 1 iAok Beynolds. rllkg,mpny . sf WEhERE is, has been, and
will be a large portion of the population who like to kick ass. If
you give them a Utopila and free them from the daily grind then you had
better have a large police force on hand to keep them 1n line. Be-
cause even if they can have everything that they should rationally
need, there are a lot of pPeople who are capablé: of random acts of
meaningless -violence, p

DAVE SZUREK: Haven't read AFTER UTOPIA but judging from your sescrip-
tion I'd be the first to sppport a program like RFAP, providing those
who sincerely wanted to work were not prevented from doing so. I've
many quarrels with the almighty Work Ethic. T refer to when dib s
taken as an actual "ethlc”, 1.e., 2 method of Proving one's worthiness
‘rather than a means of 1ivlihood. lost work does destroy creativity,
regiments a nerson's life unnecessarily, and and if they let the propa-
gands or the strain suck them in too deeply, reduces them to an object.
Reople start out "working” in school, go on to working all but two days
a week, performing as a robot and surrendering all manner of precious
time. Soclety tells them that they live to work, not the other way
around, and 1f they manace to make it to 65 are finally allowed a few
short yesrs to themselves. Big Deal, huh? By that time they're some-
tlmes left to conemplate death and nothing more, occasionally feeling
that they've already died because they've been programmed into Seelng
work as the only proof that they exist.

It would be nice if those who
wanted to work could 211 do o and those wh'd rather not were rermitted
.o follow the course of thelr own ersonal choice, It doesn't.always
work that way in the real world. Ereedom does not exist if either
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extreme wins the rank of "only acceptable pattern” and I'm just ideal-
istlc enough to believe freedom is possible, if we don't stand in 1its
Waysis -« LT one " Yabore for sethsfiscec tiFfor;,. 61 the attalrnment of & usefuln
goal (by his own standard, not because he 1s coerced into thinking it
compulsary) those rights must be protected. REAP might meet with op-
position from the more efficiently conditioned segment of soclety.
Work must be recognized for what it is and the stigma removed from

not working.

ROYTAC: Agree completely, Dave. It must be remembered that work, as

we know 1it, is a product of civilization in which there has always been

an ellte urging the mass to work harder so that they, the elite, can
enjoy life without laboring. The public schools acting (perhaps un-
knowingly) as the brainwashers for our elite begin programming the
work ethic as soon as the children walk through the door. Again let
me point out that "non-civilized" socletles have worked their butts
off when there was something to be done they considered worthwhile.

JACK SPEER: Are you sure that the application of technology would
give everyone on earth abundance? I thought the labor-intensive culti-
vation of the Orient got more production per acre than our farming
nethods would. ((Negative. Compare Japan and India.)) And where would
the crude come from to supply plastics for luxuries for everyone? I'm
irclined to think that, for the present, reduction of population is
neccssary 1n any solution to the problem of world poverty,

BOYTAGs * 1 think, personally, that a population reduction to about
Z2he Of 1ts Present level would be necessary.

BOTERT CHILSON: As for REAP or its equivalent, technology may bring

it =oout without any political program being needed. Granted cheap
encrizy and the technology to produce, say, food - meat - out of oil or
soybeans, can the price of meat help falling? And when food gets too
cheap, ho one can make a profit selling it; when distribution accounts
for say 90% of the price of the product. Then there'll have to be
some kind of social change, elther government distributing food free
Oor some non-government organization (a co-op, for instance) taking
over. Preferably a large number of local organlizations, In short,
social change won't come till after the revolution which is a switch,
At least in thought. (On the other hand, no revolution ever succeeded
unless the new order was already well-absorbed by the people. Cuba is

stlll under a dictator and Brezhnev is not an improvement on the Czzmrs

({(More likely the price of food would be kept high by price-fixing on
the pzrt of the food companies. B

And Dave Wixon says Caryl married him for his name just so she could
call herself Caryl Dixon Wixon.

—————-—-—-—'————-—-_--——

SF AS RELIGION

JACK SPEER: No no. The orlginal trinity is Poe, Verne, and Wells.,
Stapledon is a relatively late saint. When digd green become a fannish
color. As a loyal Orangeman, i de?y S

JOYCE SCRIVNER: Who's the Archfan for New York? ((I don't know.
Got any suggestions?))

{SESE .
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BOB TUCKER: In your coruients on Newman's comments about science
fiction becoming a religion, I noted one nissing detail of the myth,
You didn't offer a Lucifer figure, an angel who fell from grace., May

I suggest good old Wollheim? He was the first fan/writer to sue Gerns-
gach., It 1s my understanding that the matter was settled out of court,
that Wollheim received some money, but was thereafter barred fron the
Gernsbach magazines. I think Wollheim would make a fine devil.,

ART RAPP: The French have some sort of proverb about how the more
things change, the more they remain the same ("Cherchez la femme," I
think it goes, though I don't know much French). Your discussion of
Science fiction as a religion brought this on since it impelled me to
pull nearly 20-mighod-years-old FANCYCLOPEDIA IT off the shelves in
order to remind you of some lines of mine which Eney inserted therein
under the topic of "Fantheology":

Fach fan sometime in his career

To Inner Voices lends an ear

And with true fannish assininity
On fandom foists a new divinity.

It has been done before, he knows,
As when the glorious Ghu arose,
And gathered in believers . true
Until opposed by famous Foo.

Then Cosmic Circle had its birth:

"To hell with heaven; Clod's on Earth!"
And it might be alive today

If Clod had washed his feet of clay.

Then Mighty Roscoe's Cult arose
(As every SPACEWARP reader knows)
Interpreted by deacons three:
Rlck Sneary, Edmund Cox, and ne.

The moral of s l'sEary, ~faif,

Is: Cults ain't founded by one slan;
~Attenpts by two make fandom nod,

For only T'ree can nake a ghod.

MARY LONG: Well, what about Archie Mercer as an Archfan? By SaiahiGs

of naming, he's one of the elite. Of course St Louls fen have a rather
unfalr advantage over the rest of us, with their own Arch tere...

((Yes, Archie might do, Besides he has birds in his beard. That's

g aiol i file oY ony iRk itk e 6, L RPY) X '

LAURINE WHITE: Shin'ichi Hoshi nust be an sf author in Japan, The
only Shin'ichi I know of is an actor who has starred in such Japanese
sf classics as INVASION OF THE NEPTHNE MEN and TERROR BENEATH THE SEA.
Before achieving SF Saithood, Vardeman should have at least one novel
published under his own name. This hasn't occurred yet. The masses
of worshlppers wouldn't make priests of unknowns (to them) like Pelz
and Brazier. We'd see Archfan Charlie Brown, Richard Geils, Andy
Porter and Susan Wood, names apbearing in zines with circulation in
the thousands, not hundreds.

((Hoshi is one of Japan's foremost SF writers - nmostly short. stories.
He had one pubbed in F&SF some years ago. RT))
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DOYTACs  But the masses would have no say in the selection of prigsgz:
they don't in any other religilon. Priests, arch-fans, etc., wou
Appointed by the council. P

EBECENIT. "0, D 'Y DOYLE 1. Ramdon as & religion? Oh noi I've been expgsed
to a sight more religion than I care to think about, and all I can ;ggd
18 - why make a good thing bad? (I rather think Bova would nte1linles
the sane way many Catholics regard the Pope - heh-heh)((As infa {
BT

! Religlon 1s so often a sad thing - it keeps people fronm beingl
onen mindéd, able to grasp and really think about new ideas. People
tend to use religion as a shell, and you can talk to them, try to k
present things to them - but it will only go so deep, till it strikes
the shell, where they're thinking about Jesus and love ar Satan =nd
death, or whatever their religion happens to be. Religion is often
the erutch of 4 lazy person. Instead of having to think for themselves
and decide "Is that right or wrong? Do I want to get more involved in
that or not?" a11 they need to do is look at the Pope's stand or their
pastor's stand.

ROYTAC: Ah, but T envision SF as a religion of ideas, new ideas (if
the writers Nanage to enlarge their lnaginations) and basically anar-
Balskic, " If an adherent doesn't like Aldiss as his lar (and I can
readlly understand that) he can always pick Buck Coulson.,

JIM MEADOWS: I don't know what Edwin Newman meant by sf being religion,
but T have heard the comparison used with gone validity. It's not that
thls is all st isg capable of; instead the relation .is used because that
1s how some readers appbroach it, Certaln people are simply moved by
Statements made in ef works about mankind's destiny, or the nature of
the universe and God, etec. Works like STRANGER IN A STRANGE LAND,
CHILDHOOD'S END, STAR WARS, 2001, the works of C. S. Lewls, all have
elements like these which people can latch onto enotionally. And sone
beople get really caught up in 1t, taking some works as something akin
to bProphecy sinply because they wish it was true. A dramatic example

Pseudo-religion of the Sahe name in STRANGER IN A STRANGE LAND. Not
everybody is so impressionable or so starved for other input that they
take sf like this, but a’'lot of people do, and some of the fan follow-
ing of sf works depends on this.

TARAL: Your nissionaries of Stf will have a hard tine here in Toronto.
We have no objections to your pantheon, having been closet Stfnalists
Since tine iomenorial, but the cholce of the obvious Archfan in Toronto
by the Church would cause lnnediate schism, The Derelicts would schism
€n nasse, probably setting up a pPresbyter systen in place of the Church
Hierarchy. (What other choice would we have, once having schismed?)

The Apostle, an old school sexist, would never allow Vayne to be Arch- -
fan, and I nyself an heretice. Can we not skip the Middle Ages and
Proceed right to the Age of Reason? As Delsts we night worshlp the

abstract characters in the Holy Books rather than the brophets Heinlein,
Asimov, Clarke, et al,
: ¥

e

HARRY WARNER: I don't think of TAFF a8 charity either. But T do be-
lieve quite a few fans ghare ny preference that TAFF trips g0 to fans
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who probably wouldn't be goinz across the ocean without such assistance,
Thls doesn't mean they're objects of charity., It merely indicates that
they have fanmilies to support or they don't have regular jobs because
they're still in schoqQl or sonte other circunstance nakes it somewhat
unlikely that they would be attending the con so far away without TAFF.
Some fans can't understand the distinction between charity and oppor-
tunity which I can distinctly perceive in my own nind, I know.

MARY LONG: I believe that I saw you in 1976 in Manchester, was I cor-
rect? ((Yes.)) I don't think, though, that we had any long conversa-
tions - probably a nod and grin as we passed by. Personally, I think
TAFF 1s a good thing, but no one seens to want to begin ny pet project,
which is Send An FExpatriate British Fan Home for the Con. Wy, there
are lots of us - well, a few anyhow. There -are nyself and Bill Burns
in the U.S. and Mike Glicksohn and I think Derék Carter, not to nen-
tion Micheel Harper, in Canada.

. f .
CARGRY I ™6, B DOYLE: Previously, I have always gotten DUFF and TAFF
ballots too late - after the deadline. Now this year, after nomina-
tlons and all, if I have any noney left after ny 4 cons in April, May,
June and July, I hope to vote. But I nmust confess i1t is nmore inmpor-
tant to ne to help C.D. go to a con than to help TAFF winner go. Yes,
I'm selfish, 1Indy is not exactly a hotbed of liberal thinking or fan-
nish activity, and the cons give me things I can't find here in abun-
dance. But I would certainly like to vote, 1f I can. . ((€an' yon s
of any town, really, that is a hotbed of liberal thinking or fannish
Actlvity? Voting for TAFF will cost you only one dollar. Save your
pennies, RT)) .

b4

BOBERT CHILSON: Connents on TAFF (and by extension, DUFF) were es-
pecially valuable., I cofess:I always thought of then as charities.
But I consider them valuable nevertheless; nore valuable for fandon
than for the recipients.. Fandon is not merely a democratic societyp
1t's anarchic. There's no organization, no president, no officers,
no legislative mechanisn, no centralization o anyikinga . ThHis ¥ ke
strength. But still it needs unifying forces. Fanzines and cons are
lnportant in this respect; and so are the funds. Not to mention the
Hugos. The very diversity of these unifying forces helps strengthen
fandon,

Renenber in THE FUTURIANS Wollhein telling how Sykora approach-
ed hin after the war with a proposition to unite fandon under their
banner and lead it onward and upward to sonme vaguely-visualized great-
ness. "It was like it wae still 1999 to i, M WolThelveal @l - Youkd
think that even if =211 the previous failures weren't enough, the col-
lapse of the Cosmic Circle would have told him it couldn't be done.
Hell, by '39 that was obvious. ({(Rather a pity, though, don't you
think?" RT)) f

DONALD FRANSON: I have a question about TAFF. Why is the period
between the announcement of the winner (April 79) and the convention
(August 79) so short? 1Is this enough tine for the winner to nake
Plans and preparations involving reservations, vacatlions, etc,? Seems
like you could save riore time for this period by having the whole
Process start now, instead of October 1st. The voting should be open
during the Worldcon, not two nonths later. This is, I suppose, writ-
ten into the TAFF rules and you can't change it, but it doesn't seen
right that the winners have so short a tine after they're sure of the
situation.
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ROYTAC: There's four months there, Don, which is sufficient tine to
nake plans and preparations. We Lrobably could have started things

& bit earlier (and I would like to have the voting open during the
Worldcon) but 1t also takes a while for nominators to be rounded up,
candidates persuaded to run, etc. The Seacon connittee has assured
Peter Roberts and ne that there will be no problen with hotel reser-
vations for the TAFF winner., That connittee has an entirely different
view of TAFF than the Suncon comnittee did,

OBSCENE BOARDS

RBOYTAC: Herewith a direct quote from the Albuquerque TRIBUNE of 7Mar?78:
"WASHINGTON (UPI) - Television viewers were exposed to 1,054 profani-
ties - nostly the worlds 'hell,' 'damn' and 'God' - during 864, 5 hours
of prime tine Viewlng last fall, says the National I'cderation of Decen-
R _

"The federation is a citizens group headed by the Rev. Donald E.
Wildon of Tipelo, Miss, It nonitors SexX and violence on television
and conplains to networks, sponsors and local affiliates about what it
considers inappropriate Programning., "

- Great Wells: Any group which
considers "God" to .be profane is sick, sick, sick (666).

ROBERT BRIGGS: I tend to support the Obscene'Board. Pornography can
be Viewed ‘as social-environrent pollution.

: : ¥ _
REED ANDRUS: I'n~ happy to hear Salt Lake lsn't the only Place the
Citizens for Decency are operating. Last year the far far right was
plcketing all over the city culminating with an attenpt to stop the
showing of LOOKING FOR MR. GOODBAR, an R. novie, They lost the battle
but tirpled the film's business in the process. It'1l happen again
this year with sone aother picture, They never learn. The best way to
gtop or at least slow down the profits of bornographic theaters is to
refuse to accept advertisenents - quietly, with no publicity. I see
naybe one X every couple of years, usually because it's received a load
of promnotional hype, and with -one exception (Through the Looking Glass)
hone have been worth the 45 entry fee, '

DAVE SZUREK: You think the Albuguerque Obscene Board is appallingly
hunorous? Happens every day sonewhere in the country, which, of course,
Nakes the situation no nore tolerable. Know what happened here when
ULYSSES opened several years ago? Sonme concerned clergynan tried to
halt its showing by sneaking in and then discovering a ninor in the
audlence. - Got caught at it;  fortunately, Sending his lofty plans awry.

MARTY HELGESEN: Noy I don't renmermber the Concerned Citizens for De-
cency Through Suppression of the Constitution. T do retember, though,
that the Supreme Court has said that constitutional guarantees of

anong the kindg of utterance not covered by the. First Anendment is ob~
scenity. I'do not always agree with the Suprene Court. 1In 2] g
have been known to disagree vigorously and at length., “But LIt D gl el
case the legislative history of the federal governinent and of the
states which.ratified the First inendnent shows that in this case the
Court has interpreted their intentions correctly,

SR : : If obscenity 1is to
be outiteniad it Seens reasonable that allegations of obscenity be in-
vestigated by a. board rather than by one berson, so that one person's
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Individual ideas will not lead to undue severkdy - ok Jaxidkyl it alese
seems reasonable that the board's expenses be paid by the government
it serves. If the board had not stayed for the second feature they
night have wasted the taxpayers' money. Soneone else night later com-
plain about the second feature and they would have to g0 back. This
way they could evaluate two films for the price of one.

But, of course,
your real objection is that you object to obscenity being illegal. I
disagree, but I am not going to write a long essay explaining why. If
you choose to argue in support of your position, I'll undoubtedly
reply.

ROYTAC: No, Marty, I don't think the question of the legality or il-
iegality of obscenity really enters into ny objection., I would feel
the sane if the board were set up to pass judgrent on religious tracts,
or polltical propaganda or science fiction., Personally the thought of
-Payling five bucks to watch shadows copulating on a screen strikes me
as stupid. My objection 1sfthe very existence of the bcard., Who are
these people that they dare pass Jjudgenent on what others may see or
read? What we have here is a snall group seeking to inpose their
beliefs on the .rest of the citizenry and that is what I object to,.

it A
couple of your other points deserve an. answer, thougzh. The board di
not save the taxpayers any noney by staying for the second feature.
Albuquerque's ordinance declares that each case must be considered in-
dividually. If sonmeone had later comnplained about the second feature
the board would have had to go back to the theater to review . they
nade no judgement on it when they saw it--merely enjoyed it.) By stay-
ing for the second feature they went beyond the authority granted to
then by the luw which required them to view only the filn against which
the complaint had been lodged.

The Supreme Court's decision declares
that alleged obscenity nust be measured agalnst conmnunity standards.
The definition of obscenity is alnbiguous in itself., The city attorney
has offered the opinion that the city would lose a court test because
the board, made up of preachers, retired nilitary officers and a couple
of professional people, does not represent a true cross-section of the
city's population and cannot, therefore, really set itself up as the
representatives of comnunity standards, whatever they nay be.

: T mlghif
also be noted that Concerned Citizen has yet to complain that he was
dragged bodily into the theater and forced to watch a film. He always
paid his %5 voluntarily.

‘ And before you get set to fire off a reply,
if you do, go back and re-read ny first paragraph above,

MISCELLANY

ALFXTS GILLILAND: I received DYNATRON, and read it, and now can't

find it to append inane renarks to all the comrnent hooks. So this
letter 1s going to have rather less than usual connection with the fan-
zine which inspired it, and nay not even mention science fiction or
scl-fi or spec-fic. Actually, I write specifications for =2 living, so
spec-fic has always had a gingular resonance for ne:

Hls face taut with Straln, Arpad forced upen the iron-bound chest,
and tenderly lifted out the pale green book within.
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"What is it?" whispered Trina-

"Volume 24 of the 1975 Anuual Sook of ASTM Standards, " was the
soft reply.

"But we wanted ASTM D 1949!" He hushed the impatient girl and
studied the index.

"Paxe 136, e sald, sniling triumphantly, and -leafed through
the yellowing pages.

"The pages are gone from 134 to 139," she sobbed.

"By Cromi:"” bellowed Arpad, "some duck fornicating spec writer hath
exclsed the test nethodl"

Wild, maniacal laughter echoed through the chamber and the bar-
barian librarian unslung hig nighty broadsword.

Well, so nmuch for spec fic. ((You know, Alexis, if you expanded

Bt SO U nlke you- e olildiis el 1 M e Tl "Carterl RT) )
The coal strike was
o gireng argunent Mo miclesyr 'and fSelar - power. " 'You can't trust an
Arab or a coal miner not to put their interests ahead of yours. I sus-
pect that photovoltaics may be here sooner than expected. I have seen
an estinnte of $50 per peak kilowatt generating capacity for cdS/CuS
Chinl fidmeson" flast glassi? “Thatils,” by’ lntegratinglithe, CdS/CusS appli-
cation with a plant making float glass, you can turn out 1 KW of capa-
city for $50. Once they set some of the bugs worked out. Private in-
dustry is looking at a market somewhere between alr conditioners and
automoblles in size, and‘is goeing to get it as fast as possible. One
norning the government will realize that the energy crisis 1s having
all those underutilized utilities treatening to 20 bankrupt,
Say

about 1984, ((Fifty bucks per kilowatt isn't bad. I've never calcu-
lated ‘just what ny power requirements are around here but they're
fairly high. Still at $50 per kilowatt--yeah, I could stand that--even
add on electric heating. Now if we can talk the Congress into giving
ssa sbax scred it for fdcdmE it £oRTYY :
At "this point, a few words are in
or@er about the ICC, a volunteer effort tc bring horle baked cookies to
A VphE BAKEL #4A Disclave, Last year's ICC, also known as the Inter-
national Cookie Conspiracy, was. an outstanding success, both in terns
of quallty and quantity. The convention thanks you, the ccnvention
conmittee thanks you, and I thank you. To be sure that it is, indeed,
you who are being thanked, check your last year's Disclave badge. If
it has the Red Star of the International Cookie Conspiracy, you nRnay
gracefully acknowledme our applause.

MIKE GLICKSOHN: Boy, sone people zot a hell of a nerve! Spend a couple
days on an island with some zuys and they think they can take liber-
ties with your good nane, your reputatkon and your appearance! What's
with three Glicksohn jokes within ten 1lines? ((I couldn't think of a
way to get ten within three lines. RT)) Do I go around publishing fan-
zlnes in which I take your name in vain. (Do.I go around publishing
fanzines for that matter?) Do I write things like, "Boy, that Roytac's
nore horrible than having to read a cooplete run of DYNATRON"?« Of
course not; some of us have a little taste in such natters, a little
restraint. (dctually, I don't nind such remarks if they're accurate.

As Joe Haldeman said in connection to the publication of a pretty ac-
curate account of the Lime Jello Affair, "It Pays to advertise" and
knowing ‘just how old and horrible you are there®s a good chance that
there 1is a female Yetil on your FEMNING SRS EE- NS ET T 5 Tithink these
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references to ny degree of hirsuteness are a gross exaggesration. I can
ea8ily think of three other fans w-o are halrier than I am and I'm sure
there are quited a few male fans wno'd qualify as well if I ever did
that sort of investigation.) ({ The*'1AHe" Jellow Affh4xr" 15 one- th¥ngies
but I wouldn't want to publish anything about Joe Haldeman's Pigeon Key
stew...RT))

X

HARRY BOSE: I don't like your term "Joe Sixpack", even though you con-
pensate, prove your not sertous, by using "Joe Phan". What irritates
ne is the implicit assumption that the differences can be sanded off,
yielding the featureless, standard individual (who has another nane I
refuse to use). I hat it when someone ignores the differences, groups
the sinilarities, and calls the result that name, the one I refuse to
use. Besides, a unlversity professor has written a book about "Joe
Sixpack", called THE BLUE COLLAR ARISTOCRATS, that reveals "Joe Six-
Pack's" complexity. Unhappily, even this book does not so far enough,
eXxanines tom little, uses that name (initials A.M.) too often. But it
is a good start, and it gives a feel for "Joe Sixpack" as an individual,
not as sone plebian to be won over to the space-progran--I hope you
don't really think of hin that way. '

ROYTAC: It strikes me that I really wouldn't be toc nuch interested
in reading a book about blue collar workers written by a college pro-
fessor. My observations on Joe Sixpack (and the term is not original
With nes...I heard one of our esteemed Sennytors use it and I got a
little es-steamed at that--) come fronm rubbing elbows over the past
Several years.: You:ssee, Harry, I; too, am a blue ‘collar worker..ss

DONALD FRANSON: Do you believe in secondary boycotts? I don't. 1Is
it right to boycott (refuse to invest university funds) in corporatios
that trade with South Africa? Ts it right (same principle) for Arab
countries to blacklist corporations that trade with Israel? 1Is it
right (sane principle) for fans to boycott the State of Arizona for
their ERA vote, while attending Iguanacon? Does thig mean also boy-
cotting the City of Phoenix, which as a woman as mayor?

WALLY STOELTING: I think all Pro GoHs should protest over sonething
done in the state the Worldcon is in. For instance, if held in Washing-
ton D. C., the GoH could protest government spending. In New Mexico,
nisslle sites ((nuclear waste dumps are more likely RT)), in Nevada,
ganbling. In NYC, everything. 1In Virginia, lack of intelligence., Al-
so different GoHs can protest each state's stand on cecertain issues.

For instance, those in favor of ERA can proteSt{irglrila,  Arlzona, -ebes
Those against can protest whichever states passed the bill. The en-
tire American fandom can bring bukets of American soil to Seacon to
stand in, protesting British intervention in Ireland. All Australians
can bring buckets of sand to Iguanacon to protest the selling of jet
fighters to Isracl and Egypt. Future fandom will note that Puerto

Rico gained the 1996 worldcon in order to double its slze. Dirty feet
will, of course, be a sign of honor.

ROYTAC: Whoa! Hold it: Walt a minute! You chaps are trying to in-
volve me with Harlan Fllison's position papef with regards to Arizona
and Iguanacon, etc. Ligddnt £t printany thing. sbeont St bl Saasaae
gowsge breught 1t Upis-e , : : o
A8 one who favors using stf as a propaganda
vehicle who an I to protest Harlan's use of it? I applaud his willing-
ness to take a stand. More of us need to. I will not, however,
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anilate hin and go live in a tent in Phoenix at the end of Augzust (al-
e ugh i d Gt wondd-iber e -hell of o let shogper th%n vhe roons in the cecn
hotels) because the temperature can reach 120° and anybody who plans
that sort of thing as a protest won't be half-baked, he'll be cooked

Ary.
X

TARAL: On the subject of Japan, we can see that the post WW2 Marshall
Plan bullt up Japanese industry and to protect it the Japanese enacted
strong tariff protection against foreign imports. So naturally raw
naterial tends to flow into Japan and finished products out. But who
1s better off? Japan? With their standard of living and the value of
the yen? 1In spite of economic setbacks and a falling dollar, I'd say
the U.S. is incalculably better off. How nany fanzines are published
by Japanese? Fanzine pubbling, like nany other hobbies, is a mark of
affluence even in supposedly hard times.

ROYTAC: Strangely enough I think that the results of WWII were actually
a favor to Japan. (Some may not agree.) But the destruction of the
Japanese industrial conplex forced them to rebuild after the war and
they rebuilt nodern. New plants and new techniques give then a great
advantage. Our plants, on the other hand, suffered no destruction
and are old and decrepit by comparison and U.S. industrialists would
rather put the profits in their pockets than invest in modernization.
There is a great deal to be said fer the tehory that the multi-national
corporations really don't give a dann whether US industry goes down
ORI et

As for your other question,..there are nany fanzines pubtlished
in Japan. The country has a larze science fiction establishment and
a large and active fandom. Several of us have urged Japanese fans to
bid the worldcon but they are reluctant to do sSO...00s8tly the language
barrier I think, :

((You have undoubtedly noticed the absence of any connent on ERA or
feninism. That's deliberate. I had not intended for the subject to
appear at all but the following from Jon Inouye is of interest:))

JON INOUYE: I am for women's rights; but I am not for ERA. ERA is a
phoney amendnent. Margaret Mead, noted anthropologist, is also against
ERA. Why? It will strip away decades of protective legislation to-
wards women, It will give the gover.ient the right to draft women (I
have nothing against women in the arned forces. I do have questions
about what social changes may come about to the fapily unit because of
this) It is a big step towards TOTALITARIANISM. 1984. Big Brother.
Everyone in the Arhy, and let's let the kids all be put in a State

Care Center where they can be trained to behave in the State Manner.

Women should have equal opportunities based upon abilities as
INDIVIDUALS. The Equal Rights Amendment will not only strip away
rights fron women, it will strip away rights from men as well., ERA is
the greatest put-on since the invention of INCOME TAX in the early part
of this century. The idea behind a graduated INCOME TAX was that "big
business" and "monopolies" and "trusts" would be ended; it would give
the "little man" a chance. Ironically it was the big businesses in
the know who supported legislation in 1917 towards the income tax! (One
of them was John D. Rockefeller SR.) What it did was to clobber their
competitors, The large banks who supported the Federal Reserve Act
(income tax) managed to Squeeze out of the incom tax pinchers via es-
tablishment of tax-exenpt foundations.

\
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TODAY, THOSE WHO ARE LEAST CONCERNED ABOUT WOMEN'S RIGHTS AND HUMAN
RIGHTS ARE THE ONES WHO , FINAEQ;&LLE ENDORSE THE ERA. WITH TREMENDOUS
FINANCES, THEY HAVE PROMOTED FRA ON MEDIA, NEWSPAPER, TV, COMMUNITIES
1llyet even now, the ghie- =T 1l npias
n ' ¢ There is an inside story behind
ERA that nost.of us have Probably never heard,

I'd like to hear your
opinion on this,

BOYTAC: FRA seens sinple to me, It has been s while since I read the
text and ny desk and files are such a mess that I'd be a week trying

to find 1t but 1t Says, roughly, that equality under the law shall not
be abridged on account of sex and that Congress shall have the power to
enforce the amendnent through appropriate legislation. I keep hearing
anti-ERA people talking about the "fine print" of the amendnent but,
belleve me, there isn't any. If people are bothered by the second sec-
tion about Congressional enforcement--they can bressure their Congress-
nen about that the Sarle as they do any other legislation,

wonen actually abridges their rights and freedons. I really cannot see
that ERA woulqd Strip away anybody's rights: men or women. FRA will,
you (and others) say give the government the right to draft women, In-
deed? Under what legislation? There 1s no draft law., But even if
there were what difference would it nake? The nmilitary forces are ac-
Tively recrulting wonen at the present tine,

; I don't buy FRA as a step
tOWards-totalitarianism. It 1s; in the totalitarian countries that one
finds women most obbressed. Consider, for exanple, the Moslen coun-
tries or lLatin America,

A8 for it all being part of a big Plotes.,
conspiracy theories are tempting, aren't they? They offer such sinple
explanations for everything. I've read many books on all these great
conspiracies but have as yet to read one that bPresented any solid proof.
AS with books about the Bermuda Triangle the authors of conspiracy books
all quote each other.,

——-—_—-_——.——--—-————_———_-._..—_-—————

Aind We Also Heard From: Marty Levine who has a new address: 1023
Elizabetn S Pittsburgh, Pa, 15221. Buck Coulson, Pat Mathews who
connented not on what I wrote but on what she thought T wrote. Carol
Kennedy, Chester Cuthbert., And if I forgot anyone..,.I saild the place
was a mness right now,

——-—-..—---..-—_-_-.—-___..-..-...——-_._--w—-

In Seattle there has been for Dany years a "Buffalo Sanitary Wiper
Company." It's been Suzgested that we view businesses such as this as
Primarily organizations, After all, isn't it nice that someone cares
enough to make Sanitary wipers for buffalo?

PAULINE PALMER

Page 20% “This is where I usually call it quits but I think we can
Sneak in another bage or two or three, Got a few books to mention

and the like, /nd about four flore lines to fill in on this: page.- T
should try to think up some fabulous fannish Saying as I was saying to
Glicksohn in r'eésponse to his fanzine but, really, I have problems with

thoge, Everybody send fabulous fannish saylngs to Mike Glicksohn for
the next issue of his zine,

-.-—q..--—-__—_———-.—
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ALL MY SINS REMEMBERED by Joe Haldeman (St liartin's Press, NY, 1977,
184pp, #7.95)

Joe Haldenan has taken three of his short stories and
nalled them together, more or less, into a "novel"., I did not read the
originals but the versions in this book seem to leave a lot of strings
hanging loose,

This is the story of Otto McGavin who applies for a
civil service job with the Confederacion, is drafted without his know-
ledze or consent inte the TBII (read CIA), and through hypnc-condition-
ing and programning becomes little more than a robot for the next 20
years., Hventually the violence done to his basic moral character
by the things he has been forced to do under programming causes McGavin
to crack up. Since he is no longer programmable the TBII has no fur-
ther use for himj; McGavin is liquidated and a note is left for the
clean up crew to dispose of the remains, '

e Haldenan has written a very
bitter book, a condemnation of the depersonalization of the individual
by governmental beaureaucracy. McGavin has no choice in the matter;
he doesn't even know, until after he has received his initial program-
ning, that he has been selected for use by the TBII. - His initial in-
terview with the zovernment exaniner indicated he would be a useful
tool and so he was used and when he broke, as tools do, he was thrown
away as useless toolg are,

It makes you wonder just how far along the
road we really are. Joe could have made 1t better, though, if he had
Zone into his subject a little deeper. It isn't "government" that
does such things; it is people in government., What is it that pro-
grans them? The better story night have been about the depersonali-
zation of those who depersonalized McGavin.

; And if you think it can't
happen here...read your newspaper.

BITS AND PIECES

MIKE SHOEMAKFR comments that DONN BRAZIFR nay not be too far out
in hie comments on a fanzine rezistry bureau (haven't I heard of some-
thing to that effect in the UK?). Mike quotes from RUNNER'S WORLD to
the effec@ that one california city is considering a law to require
runners, Jjogzers, etc., to get a license.

e _ Chrystal and I made a quick
Crip to California in April. Sort of a duty thing. Chrystal's mother
is 85, lives in Los Angeles. We got out now and then to do things for
her that she finds difficult such as shampooing rugs, cleaning drapes,
etc. About the only vacatloning involved was a quick trip to see Simon
Rodia's Towers in Watts and one day at Morro Bay to eat fish.

The heavy
raine have caused sore danage to the towers. Funds have been appropri-
Ated to repair them,..as one chap put it..,as soon as they decide which
damned bureaucrat gets to spend the money.

If you ever get a chance
to visit the Towers don't Pass it up. They are worth golnz to see.

Oh,
on the 9th of April at the University of California at Santa Cruz over
400 women gathered to celebrate a festival for the Goddess. This was
at the completion of a three-day extension course on "The Great Goddess
Reemerging". The celebration was a mixture of paganism and witchecraft.
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There Was chanting anA
expected that with worship

tneing and general merriment. It is to bé
of the goddess having been almost forgotten

for a couple of thousand years, nore or less, that new practicioners :
would be a bit rusty on ritual. Maybe they ought to read Thomas Tryon's

HARVEST HOME,
One woman sai
was driving: "Goddess, by

ALY ‘pishtecs:

d she had a 1little prayer she used when she
your arace, help ne find a parking Place."

Looking at the'list of Hugo nominees I am dismayed to find that I
have read none of the nominateq novels. First thing you know I'll be
Almost as far behind as Speer.

call the Doc Savage Supply

and take the mystery and speculation out of it? No fun in that.

Several fans asked why I didn't simply
Conmpany to find out what they did...What,

Sever-

al comnments on the Panana Canal. I don't have any objection to giving
the canal to Panana...it's payng then to take it that I object to.
(Speer will tell ne I should have made that "to which Lrobjectati- i He s

el o)

4nd I should tell you that, provided Plague doesn't get us
first, another grand and glorious BUBONICON will be held in Albuquerque
25-27 August, That's the weekend before IGGYCON so if you are headed
that way night as well Plan a stop in the Duke City. I really have
no details other than Gordon Dickson will be Guest of Honor« . Kol Thie
on costs, ete. write to Mike Kring, 6413 Academy NE, Apt 213, Albu-

querque, N.M. 87109,
CHESTER CUTHBERT: I was pl

eased to note your praise of Merritt in a

letter published not long ago, I still consider that Merritt has not

been displaced as the hbest

writer of heroic fantastic adventure

Stories and it really anazes me that his name does not rate highly with
nany of the people who @ive information about books to Gil Gaier.
Surely the modern nasters don't dc that much better than Merritt--or

do they?

ROYTAC: 1I'm really not up
little I have read, except

on much of the modern heroic fantasy. Whaf
for Lelber's Fafhrd and the Gray Mouser

stories, has not really impressed me. Most of it, in ny linited ex-

Perlience, is bad, Pafrteei

the problem may be that most of Merritt's

books are apparently out of print. Which is a pity because they are

thoroughly enjoyable,

It'se
I have copies of most of ol
dated but still funny and h

on the subject of nmysteriou
a siagn outside an olgd build
ROBOTICS.,

MARY LONG found
1s a tuxedo rentel Place,
the tux rental is Sinply "M
nake that Tex Tux.

With jus

the same with the work of Thorne Smith.
and find on re-reading that it is somehwat
is barbed comments are still pertinent.,

S enterprises JEFF HECHT notes that he saw
ing in Ballston Spa, N.Y, that read

out that the MISTER PENGUIN MAJESTIC SHOPPE.
Here 1in Albuquerque, with less imagination,
re Tux", Hanm, over in Texas one could

t a touch of sadness I note that SEEBS RIO

GRANDE YEFKLY suspended publication this week., SFERS was the last of

the alternative newspapers
for the last couple of year

in New Mexico. It has been strugzling along
g wlth apparently no real gut issues to
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latch on tos. The few 1ssues I've seen lately have had a few stcries
cocncerning women's rights, "gay" rights, the pPlight of the poor ecrirmi-
nals in prison and the like. So another carry-over from the 60s Tades
away. Rather a pity because there is still a need for foices of pro-
test. If activism was the mark of the 60s then apathy is the mark of
the 70s. :

And T guess I don't really care about that.

"This is the
final stencil for this issue and this is 30 April (the first day of
1978's getting up early time and I'm not fond of: that elther). Now if
I can get this run off and in the mail by next week end I can lie to
nyself that I was on schedule.
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